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CASA in Action, the region’s largest immigrant rights electoral organization, is 

excited to transmit to you the below questionnaire. The information that you provide 

will allow our members to make a determination of whether to support your 

candidacy. 

 

CASA in Action is a proud member of the resistance to Donald Trump and we are 

excited that this resistance has produced such a large group of progressive brothers 

and sisters seeking elected office. Because of the sheer number of candidates, our 

board may not conduct individual interviews in each race. Accordingly, the 

questionnaires are a critical piece of information to allow us to proceed with 

considering your candidacy. We are also beginning this process late.  Therefore, we 

have shortened the questionnaire to a much smaller than normal size and ask that you 

return responses by April 29.  

 

Two questions speak to the viability of your campaign (fundraising and strategy to 

win. Your responses to those questions will be held confidential.  

 

In regards to the issue questions, our Board makes an assumption that elected officials 

can play a critical role in supporting an issue through public advocacy and more 

regardless of whether they sit in a body that votes on that issue. In light of that, please 

do not respond to a question by saying that this is not an issue under the jurisdiction of 

the legislative body at which you are seeking a position. 

 

If you have any questions regarding our process, you can contact me 

at kpropeack@casainaction.org. On behalf of our 100,000+ members, we look 

forward to hearing from you. 

 

Kim Propeack 

Political Director 

CASA in Action 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

. 

 

11. Are there some key endorsements you would like to share with us? 

County Executive Marc Elrich, At-large Councilmember Gabe Albornoz, At-large 

Councilmember Evan Glass, former Student Members of the Board of Education Sebastian 

Johnson, Eric Guerci, Matt Post and Ananya Todikanda, MoCo Students on Climate, 

DMV Student Alliance for Immigration Advocacy, D39 Senator Nancy King, D39 Delegate 

Kirill Reznik 

 

12. Tell us briefly why you believe that your candidacy would be compelling particularly to 

CASA in Action members. 

I believe in public education, I believe in equity, I believe that every student, in every 

school, should feel safe, welcome and valued for being exactly who they are.  I believe that a 

student’s zip code should have no bearing on the quality of their school, the experience of 

their teachers, and the opportunities available to them.  

 

I don’t just believe it, I have a 10 year and very public track record of working on more 

issues than I can count impacting our students and our schools. I’ve been in the trenches 

through my leadership of MCCPTA, my work as a nurse, lawyer and teacher, my service 

on the MoCo Commission on Children and Youth, my work with Communities United 

Against Hate – accomplishing things, supporting and connecting PTAs, families, students, 

school communities, building strong relationships throughout the county. Thousands of 

hours as a volunteer, focused far more on getting things done than taking credit. Through 

that work I know this county, and this school system, far better than any other candidate 

and see, quite clearly, the myriad ways that we must improve our work as a school system 

to serve students better, particularly our black and brown students, and our students with 

fewer economic resources. Serving on the Board of Education is not a job to be sought out 

of self-interest, desire to protect the privilege of a few, or as a stepping stone.  The 166,200+ 

students of MCPS need and deserve someone on the Board of Education that is deeply 

knowledgeable and ready to serve on day one, not someone that needs six months to even 

begin to get a grasp of the enormity, nuance and complexity of the nation’s 13th largest 

school system. 

 

 

13. CASA in Action supports public spending that contributes to the creation of good salaries 

and a well-trained workforce.  We believe that government money should never be spent in 

manners that contribute to poverty wages.  Do you support requiring that government contracts, 

both service and construction, include living wages and good benefits, training and opportunities 

for advancement, and fair conditions for workers to elect union representation? 

Agree 

Disagree 

Comment 

 

14. In recent years, additional pressure has been placed on local communities to move away 

from policies that promote cooperation and good police-community relationships and toward 



requiring local police to assist in immigration enforcement. The push to force localities to 

collaborate with Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) has worsened significantly under 

the Trump administration. Do you support legislation outlawing local and state agencies from 

engaging in civil immigration enforcement and the adoption of strong policies protecting 

sensitive locations like schools from ICE? 

Yes 

No 

Comments: It is imperative that every resident of our county feel safe and welcome, 

and able to access any county and state service, program or opportunity from which 

they can benefit.  Our immigrant communities are an important part of our 

county’s rich diversity, and contribute enormously to Montgomery County’s 

economy, which is the economic engine of Maryland. It is particularly important 

that every student, regardless of immigration status, be able to participate fully, and 

without fear, in every aspect of our public school system. 

 

We already see that some county residents are so fearful of government 

interference, even if they are legal residents, that they won’t take advantage of many 

of the opportunities and services available to them. Montgomery County needs to 

resist, in every way, federal pressure to collaborate in civil immigration enforcement 

– up to and including legislatively prohibiting state and county agencies from 

supporting civil immigration enforcement in the County. Schools, in particular, 

should be publicly proclaimed sanctuary spaces from which ICE and other 

immigration agencies are absolutely prohibited. 

 

 

15. CASA in Action members are overwhelmingly drawn from communities of color and 

suffer from the consequences of police violence and profiling. Do you agree with these 

principles and what will you do to ensure they are implemented:  

a) School safety officers are trained in community policing techniques, including de-

escalation; 

Agree 

Disagree 

b) School safety officers receive cultural competency and racial bias /anti-racism 

training. 

Agree 

Disagree 

 

 Comment:  I believe community policing techniques and cultural competency and 

anti-racism training must be ongoing for all SROs – not just a one time box to check, and 

students should be included in the development and delivery of those trainings.  In 

addition, I would like to see every school served by an SRO have an SRO student advisory 

group which meets regularly with the SRO to talk about how the SRO can serve as a true 

resource to the student community, with a focus on frank, honest dialogue about how to 



build trust, and helping the SRO to learn from the students about the challenges they face, 

both inside and outside of their school building. 

 

16. Black and Latino children, in particular when they are immigrants, continue to face large 

achievement gaps despite the fact that Maryland has one of the best school systems in the 

country.  CASA in Action supports a series of programs and reforms to close the gap.  Please 

indicate which of these policies you support. 

a) Funding for Community Schools that adopt holistic and integrated wrap around 

services for parents and their schoolchildren; 

Support 

Oppose 

 

b) The implementation of innovative educational models that teach language skills in all 

subjects for students learning English (rather than the traditional model of isolated 

ESOL-specific courses); 

Support 

Oppose 

 

c) Ensuring that students, regardless of which neighborhood they live in, are able to 

access to highest quality education available in a public education system through 

equitable distribution of per-pupil spending and school boundary studies that analyze 

school capacity and resource equity  

Support 

Oppose 

 

d) Mandated training for all teaching and school personnel to ensure cultural 

competency in educating students regardless of who they are, where they come from, 

what language they speak 

Support 

Oppose 

 

e) Adopting restorative justice policies for school discipline with zero tolerance for 

student expulsions 

Support 

Oppose 

 

 17. The Blueprint for Maryland’s Future, passed by the Maryland General Assembly in 

March, contains a key recommendation the implementing educational equity requires that 

additional revenue be created through tax increases and new revenue streams.  Please describe 

your stance on how and what additional funding streams you support to fund education.  

 

I don’t believe anyone currently knows how we will emerge from the economic impacts of 

the Covid-19 pandemic, but all of us know that we can’t rely on any of our pre-Covid 

assumptions and expectations for the FY21 budget and future funding of the Blueprint. We 

thought the first few years of Blueprint programming was paid for through the Education 



Trust Fund, but to the extent those funding projections were based on historical data on 

casino gambling revenue, all of those assumptions have to be reconsidered now as well. 

 

We all know, however, that investment in education always pays off in both the short and 

long term – with lasting benefits to every member of the community. We must find ways to 

raise revenue in the most progressive way possible so that those struggling during this 

crises do not have more taxes or fees on top of their income insecurities once the crisis 

eases. We should also look at taxes that would help move Maryland to a greener, more 

sustainable economy, while protecting lower income earners. I am for the tax loophole bills 

detailed here. http://www.mdeconomy.org/missed-opportunity/?emci=a2b3cc74-015b-ea11-

a94c-00155d039e74&emdi=3350816f-e75b-ea11-a94c-00155d039e74&ceid=7824272 I also 

support the “Our Children’s Future Act” once the economy stabilizes. Another revenue 

generator that I think has merit, as our economy improves post-Covid, are the various ideas 

around taxing digital downloads.  

 

I also support thoughtful sales tax reform that ropes in taxes on consumer services, but 

protects working families with a working family tax credit. There are also interesting carbon 

tax possibilities, but they have to be evaluated carefully so that our lowest income families 

aren’t disproportionately impacted. 
 

 

18. Elected officials play a critical role in ensuring that diverse communities work together 

cooperatively and to consolidate a unified vision forward in which every resident is valued, 

listened to, and included.  We have been dismayed at the rancorous and often racist commentary 

in public hearings about education; settings in which people like our members and their children 

are frequently attacked. Please describe how you will approach the public debate of distribution 

of educational resources. 

 

I will continue to approach the public debate about the distribution of educational 

resources as I have done publicly, particularly during my tenure as MCCPTA president – 

saying what needs to be said, speaking with and for students, but always in a civil and 

respectful way.  

 

I will continue to wholeheartedly support the need for every decision about our schools to 

be based on comprehensive, objective data about our school system – boundaries, 

demographics, operating budget and CIP spending, evidence of student learning- and 

speaking to the demonstrated need for MCPS to make courageous decisions that 

purposefully implement programs to increase diversity in our schools, decrease 

overcrowding in our schools, eliminate pockets of poverty in our schools, and reduce the 

impacts of our de facto segregated neighborhoods on our school system. I will also continue 

to insist that the lived experience of our students in our schools be front and center in all 

MCPS and BOE decisionmaking.  

 

As I always have, I would approach public debate with an insistence on civility, an 

insistence on substance not opinion or self-interest, a focus on the best interests of students, 

and an emphasis on the input of students – highlighting their ideas, wisdom and unique 

understanding of our schools. 

http://www.mdeconomy.org/missed-opportunity/?emci=a2b3cc74-015b-ea11-a94c-00155d039e74&emdi=3350816f-e75b-ea11-a94c-00155d039e74&ceid=7824272
http://www.mdeconomy.org/missed-opportunity/?emci=a2b3cc74-015b-ea11-a94c-00155d039e74&emdi=3350816f-e75b-ea11-a94c-00155d039e74&ceid=7824272


 

 


